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IR FOR HEALTH. PR D.N. EVERINGHAM ^ ^ PRESS STATEMENT BY TlferW 
AUTHORITY TO PRESCRIBE CERTAIN DRUGS 
The Minister for Health, Dr D.N. Everingham,-
said today he deplored the attitude of those general 
practitioners who were refusing to seek the necessary 
permission to prescribe certain medicines. 
Their actions, he said, were not hurting the 
Government in any way. The only ones to suffer were the 
doctors' own patients, particularly those suffering from 
chronic illnesses. 
Under the provisions of the National Health Act, 
doctors who wish to prescribe certain drugs, or larger-
than-normal quantities of some other drugs, have for years 
been required to obtain Health Department permission first 
if the patient is to obtain the medicines as pharmaceutical 
benefits. 
Dr Everingham said this was a precaution to ensure 
that certain drugs were prescribed only for the indications 
for which marketing approval had been given by the Australian 
Drug Evaluation Committee, and to allow reasonable, flexible 
controls over usage and cost where the item may be otherwise 
» 
misused. „ ' 
Dr Everingham said practitioners who were refusing 
to abide by these safeguards appeared to forget that there were 
other parties to the pharmaceutical benefits scheme than 
themselves. 
He said a number of cases of hardship had now been 
reported because of their doctors' refusal to submit a 
simple application form. In such cases, the patient either 
had to pay the full cost of the drugs out of his own pocket, 
or had to find a doctor willing to submit the form. 
Pensioners, who paid no charges for prescriptions 
under the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme, would have to pay 
full private prescription rates for items ordered outside 
the Scheme o" 
•Such actions, designed purely to 'spite the 
Government, can only be described as childish1, the Minister 
said. Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
He said the entire Pharmaceutical Benefits 
Scheme was kept under constant review by the Pharmaceutical 
Benefits Advisory Committeee The Committee had a prime 
role in this regard and the six medical members of the 
Committee were appointed from nominations received from 
the Australian Medical Association, 
In recent times, the number of drugs for which 
an authority was required had been substantially reduced, 
while increased quantities and repeats sufficient for six 
months' treatment (rather than the normal three months) had 
been authorised for a number of drugs used to treat chronic 
conditions. Dr Everingham had also encouraged advance 
notice to doctors of new restrictions, gi\ing all the reasons 
for these. 
In addition, a number of alternatives to the . 
authority system had been, or were still being, examined. 
The Australian Medical Association, the medical 
Colleges and Societies, and the Pharmacy Guild were fully 
involved in discussions on the subject, but so far no 
alternative had been found which was acceptable to everybody,, 
In fact, Dr Everingham said, a number of medical. 
Colleges and Societies regarded the authority system as 
highly desirable to ensure that drugs, particularly the 
newer potent ones, were used for the proper indications 
by the profession generally. 
Dr Everingham urged those doctors who were 
penalising patients by their refusal to sign a form 
required by law to reconsider their actions. 
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